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Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

1. Claims 1-3, 5-15, and 18-19 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The present invention is directed to a content editing apparatus that edits digital broadcast 
content that is composed of a plurality of data carousels for realizing pseudo-interaction is 
provided. 

Claims 1 and 11-14 recite, or similarly recite, 

a data carousel definition unit defining, based on the transmission start times and the 
transmission end time stored by the module information storage means, a carousel time period of 
each of the plurality of data carousels, and 

selecting modules to be repeatedly transmitted during the carousel time period, wherein 
the data carousel definition unit includes: a time sort unit sorting the transmission start times and 
the transmission end times into a time order; a carousel definition unit defining the carousel time 
period of each of the plurality of data carousels separated by the sorted transmission start times 
and the transmission end times; and a module selection unit for selecting modules to be 
repeatedly transmitted during the carousel time period. 

Claim 15 recites the steps of: defining a plurality of data carousels having start and end 
times that correspond with consecutive times in the chronological ordering; identifying for each 
of the plurality of data carousels each of the modules from the plurality of modules having start 
and end times that define a time interval that includes the data carousels start and end time; 
displaying a name and the time interval corresponding with each of the plurality of data 
carousels; and inputting a transmission bit rate for each of the plurality of data carousels. 



Application/Control Number: 09/928, 155 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

The closest prior art, Sequeira (US 6,222,530 Bl) and Shore et al. ("Shore", US 
5,760,767), show a similar apparatus for editing digital broadcast content that is composed of a 
plurality of data carousels for realizing pseudo-interaction. However, Sequeira and Shore et al., 
singularly or in combination still fail to anticipate or render the above cited limitations obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sy Luu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4064. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:300 am to 4:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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